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independent they may have been, but economically and
militarily they have been not much more than vassals of the
dominant Powers to East and West,
A different type of adjustment is to be seen at the north-
eastern head of the Adriatic, where the Mediterranean world
approaches most closely to the Danubian Lands. These two
vastly different regions are here separated by a strip of territory
some twenty-five miles wide, which contains one of the most
easily negotiated breaches in the northern mountain rim of the
Mid-World Sea. The northern part of this Julian Region1 is
typically Alpine country, while its southern hah0 is Karstland.
The whole is thinly populated, possesses little in the way
of material resources for agriculture or industry, and but
for the importance of its location would have been of little
significance in European history. Just because it lies between
two contrasting major regions, any expansion from one to
the other inevitably passed through its gates, so that from
Roman times onwards it has been a frontier, a zone of con-
tention, and has been held by Mediterranean, Central European
and Danubian Powers. Each of the possessors of the Julian
Region has sought to define its territorial hegemony there by
the establishment of boundaries, and some criterion of the
difficulties of adjustment is indicated by the number of
boundaries which were suggested in 1919-20 and again in
1946-47.*
Western Europe provides a third example of a frontier
region in the case of what Ancel3 called, "Les Confins
occidentaux" of "UEurope Germanique" and which he defines
as:
" . . . toute la zone-frontiere qui s'etend de la Suisse aux
Pays-Bas".
He describes this territory as:
1 Vide A. E. Moodie, The Italo-Yugoslav Boundary, London, 1945, for a
definition of this region.
* Figures i and 2.
8 J. Ancel, Mamitl Gtographigue de Politique Europe'enne, Paris, 1940. Tome IT,
U Europe Germanique et ses bomes.